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he really cared much for primroses is doubtful,
and not material The astute politicians who set up
the League were not thinking of the dead. They
created and sustained a mighty machine for bringing
social influence to bear upon public life. Although
their Knights, and Dames, and Local Habitations
lent themselves to easy ridicule, the apparatus was
designed to attract the middle class, and its success
was enormous* In four years the Primrose League
had half-a-million members, and not a constitu-
ency in England was safe from its invasion. The
titled ladies who belonged to it were numerous,
nor did they disdain the company of any man who
had a vote to give. Constitutional, or at least
Conservative, principles were made a passport to
the sort of society which had hitherto been ac-
cessible only through the Family Herald, and a
general sense that all respectable people were
onservatives was diligently diffused. ISTor was
the League unmindful of the poor, or forgetful of
household suffrage in towns. Its meetings were
addressed by eminent statesmen from Lord Salis-
bury downwards. But its real work was not done
on the platform. As a canvassing agency it was
unrivalled, and the Dames, even more than the
Knights, indoctrinated thousands with the notion
that the honour of the country was not safe in the
hands of Liberals, because every gentleman was a
Conservative, or at least a Tory Democrat

In the case of Afghanistan the new Government
had  with   perfect   loyalty,   and with   reasonable
promptitude,  fulfilled the   pledges given to  the
constituencies at the General Election.    The case Retention
of the Transvaal stood   in   their   opinion  on
different footing, and had certainly been treated in
a   different way.    At a meeting of the Cabinet
held on the 7th of May 1880, it was decided not
to   relinquish the  Queen's  Sovereignty over the
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